
FINANCIAL DISCUSSION GUIDE

How to Talk to Your Advisor About 
Sustainable and Impact Investing
Introduction
Whether you have a long-standing relationship with a financial advisor or you’re 
meeting with one for the first time, this guide can help facilitate the conversation 
with your financial advisor to ensure your portfolio reflects your values and 
priorities.

Socially Responsible 
Investments (SRI)

Socially responsible investments are investments in companies and funds that have 
social impacts. These types of investments can be made into individual companies 
that provide social value, or through a socially conscious mutual fund or exchange-
traded fund (ETF).

Ethical Investing

Ethical investing refers to the practice of using one's ethical principles as the primary 
filter for the selection of securities investing. Ethical investing depends on the 
investor's views. Ethical investors typically avoid investments from companies 
involved with stigmatized activities such as gambling, alcohol, smoking, or firearms.

Impact Investing

Impact investing is an investment strategy that aims to generate specific beneficial 
social or environmental effects in addition to financial gains. Impact investments may 
take the form of numerous asset classes and may result in many specific outcomes. 
The point of impact investing is to use money and investment capital for positive 
social results.

ESG Criteria
A core part of socially responsible investing, Environmental, Social, and Governance 
(ESG) criteria are a set of standards for a company’s operations that socially 
conscious investors use to screen potential investments.

Corporate Accountability

Corporate accountability refers to a publicly traded company's performance in non-
financial areas such as social responsibility and sustainability. Corporate 
accountability espouses that financial performance should not be a company's only 
important goal and that shareholders are not the only people to whom a company 
must be responsible.

Green Fund
A green fund is a mutual fund or another investment vehicle that will only invest in 
companies that are deemed socially conscious in their business dealings or directly 
promote environmental responsibility.

Green Marketing

Green marketing refers to the practice of developing and advertising products based 
on their environmental sustainability. Examples of green marketing include 
advertising the reduced emissions associated with a product’s manufacturing 
process, or the use of post-consumer recycled materials for a product's packaging.
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Terms to Know
Your financial advisor might mention these common sustainable and impact investing 
terms. Here’s what they mean:



About Sustainable Investments

q What type of experience do you have with ESG 
investing? What’s your point of view on these types of 
investments?

q What are my options for aligning my investments with 
my values?

q How can I determine the impact of sustainable 
investments?

About Your Investment Strategy

q Based on my values and financial goals, which 
sustainable investing options can we incorporate into 
my portfolio?

q How much of my portfolio can I devote to sustainable 
investments?

q Are sustainable investments better suited to a short-
or long-term investment strategy?

About Return on Investment

q Can you help me understand how sustainable 
investment returns might compare to other types of 
investment returns currently in my portfolio? 

q Will my portfolio performance be impacted by the 
addition of sustainable investments?

This information is being provided only as a general source of 
information and is not a solicitation to buy or sell any securities, 
accounts or strategies mentioned. The information is not intended to 
be used as the sole basis for investment decisions, nor should it be 
construed as a recommendation or advice designed o meet the 
particular needs of an individual investor. Please seek the advice of 
a financial advisor regarding your particular financial situation.

ESG factors may cause the Fund to forgo certain investment 
opportunities and/or exposures to certain industries, sectors or 
regions.

Investment products are not federally or FDIC-insured, are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by any financial 
institution, and involve investment risks including possible loss 
of principal and fluctuation in value.
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Questions to Ask
Not sure where to start? These questions can help you have a conversation with your 
financial advisor about how best to incorporate sustainable investments into your 
portfolio.


